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Flight Crew
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SHARK 517
 

SeptembereJb3y

OneJ)eJulye3d.beFmLeApeSimpson0etheeSignalseOfficereforeI(eDBpRpWeSquadroneineAllifordeBay0erequestedeae
flightetesteforeaenewewirelesseseteandetheemodifiedecrateeDrackWeforetheeSharkpeThateafternoon0eaftereSharke#3)e
aircraftewasemodified0eFmOeHalpennyerequestedethateheebeetaskedetoeflyeitpeHeewasebriefedetoecarryeoutedivinge
testseandetighteturnseasetheecrateehadetoebeetestedeunderediveebombingeconditionspeHeewaseinstructedetoegete
plentyeofeheighteandeputesomeestresseonetheenewegearpeFmLeSimpsonetheeSignalseOfficereandeLACeRichardsoneae
wirelessetechewentewithehimetoeoperateetheeequipmentpeTheeweatherewaseclearewithesomeescatteredetoebrokene
cloudeate#0bbb’0ewindsewereewesterlyeate3b53JemphpeTheeaircraftetookeoffeate3###eandeclimbedetoealtitudeeovere
Skidigateeandedideoneediveetheneclimbedebackeupetoe#0bbb’eandestartedeanotherediveeovereBusheIslandpeThiseonee
wasesteeperethanenormaleandetheepitcheincreasedetoenearlyeverticaleandetheepowerewaseatemaxpeWheneheetriedetoe
pulleouteate30bbb’epartseofetheeaircraftefelleoffeandetheeaircrafteplungedeintoetheewatereandebursteintoeflamespeAlle
occupantsewereekilledeinstantlypeWitnessesewereeunanimouseinestatingetheediveewasemuchesteepereandetheespeede
muchehigherethanenormaleandetheeengineewaseateorenearefullepowerealletheewayedownpeTheestarboardeaileroneande
elevatorewereefoundesomeedistanceefrometheecrasheandethereewaseaeteareonetheeleftewingefabricewitheindicationse
thatetheeleftewingebrokeeoffebeforeetheecrashpeTheestabilizerewasesetetoefullenoseedown0etheethrottleewasewidee
openeandetheeairspeedeindicatorehadebrokeneateybbektsewhenetheeaircraftecrashedeate3(JbpeItehadebeeneairbornee
J#eminutespe

Followingetheeaccidentediveebombingewasenoelongereauthorized0etheemaximumespeedepermittedeforetheeSharke
waserestrictedetoe3#bempheandetheewingsewereestrengthenedp


